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NOFA-NJ Benefit Auction and Spring Seed Celebration featuring singer-songwriter Adrienne Young

Nashville-based singer-songwriter Adrienne Young is such an ardent supporter of sustainable agriculture that she bundled seed packets into the liner notes of her Grammy-nominated first album, Plow to the End of the Row. Her third album, 2007’s Room to Grow, released by her own AddieBelle Records, integrates her passion for and commitment to sustainable agriculture with her considerable musical talent.  You could not conceive of a less likely strategy for winning pop media attention — still, that’s exactly what Young achieved, from a Grammy nomination (most unusual for a debut indie release) to national radio exposure (via NPR) to numerous “best of” lists, including a “Best Country Single of the Year” citation from the Nashville Scene, third place in the Amazon.com list of “best folk recordings of the year,” and benediction from the Los Angeles Times as “the Americana find of the year.”  Young’s gorgeous voice, tremendous lyrics and fresh approach to activism and art make this a one-of-a kind-event.

Committee chairs Charlie and Lucia Huebner, long time members of NOFA-NJ and owners of BeechTree Farm, an organic grass-feed beef operation, felt it was a natural to pair Adrienne Young with NOFA-NJ.  They approached the organization with their idea and planning for the event began.  As a spokeperson for the nationally Buy Fresh, Buy Local campaign of the FoodRoutes Network, Adrienne Young fit perfectly with NOFA-NJ’s message.   

The event will begin at 6:30 with a free Seed Exchange open to the public. Community seed exchanges are forums for people who grow heirlooms and save seeds to meet up with others to share or swap their seeds, growing stories, tips and practices.  Since New Jersey may not have too many people who currently save seeds, NOFA-NJ will provide seed packets by heirloom seed companies for swapping purposes.  NOFA-NJ hopes this event will encourage more seed saving, thereby increasing the pool of locally adapted seeds and our local seed security.  Along with the seed swap, there will be a spring seedling sale, grown by a handful of NJ’s committed organic farmers, the proceeds from which will benefit NOFA-NJ.

Tickets include a complimentary glass of wine and wine will be served all night.  BeechTree Farm grass-fed beef chili and a scrumptious vegetarian chili will be available for purchase, served with Village Bakery bread. 

Hopewell’s Mountain View Band will open for Adrienne Young, on stage at 8:00 and Adrienne Young and her Band come on at 8:30.   The evening will benefit NOFA-NJ and its mission to support organic and sustainable agriculture in New Jersey. Tickets are $40 for members, $55 for non-members. 

Seed Exchange and Seedling Sale are open to all, prior to the concert.  For concert tickets, visit fundraising on the events page at www.nofanj.org or call (908) 371-1111.
